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Once again, we have raced through another term of busy and rewarding school life. As we approach the 
July holidays, it is only fitting that we all pause to give thanks for all that has been achieved as a school 
community. 

Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou (huge gratitude) to our staff and the dedication they show in working with each of 
our learners as they grow in their learning and personal development. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou (huge 
gratitude) to our tamariki who take on the opportunities and challenges of school life with a positive 
attitude. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou (huge gratitude) to our families/whānau who continue to support their 
child / children and school in the many activities and events that take place at 
school.  Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou (huge gratitude) to our board who lead and 
support our school through governance.

THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR NURTURING AND GROWING THIS SPECIAL SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SMILES, YOUR TIME AND ENERGY, YOUR LOVE FOR OUR SCHOOL, AND MOST OF ALL 

JUST FOR BEING YOU! 🤗

North Rugby 5's Qualifying Tournament
A huge success for our tackle rugby team (Jake, Byron, Chad, Kingston, Teama and Sammy) on Wednesday 
12th June - 4th place across the tournament. I thoroughly enjoyed being on the sideline for the quarter 
finals, semi finals and finals. Throughout these games, I witnessed our team displaying the Olympic value of 
excellence.  

They had set a goal. They tried their best, and were there best. They showed perseverance, grit, and 
determination and they never gave up. Through training and practice (thank you Nick), they developed a 
strong mind and will . Our team should feel pride in their efforts. Their school is proud of their efforts.

Ngā mihi nui ki a koe Matua Nick - thank you for giving up your time to coach our team. 
You coached them for the 2023 tournament, and again for the 2024 tournament. 
Through your coaching, the team was well prepared. Through your coaching the team 
went into the tournament with a clear goal. Through your coaching the team had 
undeniably grown and achieved a result to be proud of. 

A huge shout out to the team’s manager, Sharlene, and to parents and whānau that supported the journey 
of the 2024 Tackle 5's Rugby Tournament. 

Photos taken by: Kylie Morrissey, Photography

Thank you Kylie for capturing the event with photos that definitely told the story of our team's efforts. 
Thank you for preparing a video to share with others at our assembly.
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Whakamārama School PTA - Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou
Our PTA is run by an enthusiastic group of parents and has become an integral part of our school. Through 
some great initiatives, they are building a sense of community and connection within the families at our 
kura, our school. Through their fundraising, they are contributing to the purchase of items that are making 
a difference for our school.

The PTA gifted $500 to each classroom budget for teachers to purchase games and construction 
equipment. The staff have enjoyed purchasing items to meet the needs of their learners and the needs of 
their classrooms. From the photos below, I can tell that our learners have enjoyed some extra additions to 
their classroom 😊

With a successful grant application from the PTA, the install of new drinking water fountains is now 
underway. Our outdoor environment will soon have 2 drinking fountains with bottle fillers and one drinking 
fountain with no water bottle filler. The installation of these outdoor fountains will not only benefit our 
learners but everyone that uses our facilities - whether this be for school events, or just for enjoying our 
school as the local green space that it provides to our community.

School Sustainability and Resilience Fund
We had a huge congratulations from the BOP Regional Council on being one of Toi Moana’s School 
Sustainability and Resilience Fund successful applicants! Contract is signed, paper work is completed and 
we can now move forward with the development of a Uru Huarākau - Whakamārama School 
Orchard😊We look forward to your support when it comes time for planting!

Zero Waste: 17th - 19th June
Last week our learners were involved in the Zero Waste Education (ZWE) programme delivered by Vicki. 

Different units each focussing on a specific solution to our waste problem were delivered 
across the school. 

This Zero Waste programme enables our tamariki to investigate the link between the earth’s 
natural resources, the products they use and see around them, and the resulting waste that 
pollutes our environment. Each year, the units build on the knowledge of ‘being sustainable’ - 

if we deplete the resources of the Earth, future generations will be depleted.

Matariki Rotation
Matariki is the Māori name for a cluster of stars which is visible in our night sky at a specific time of the 
year. Matariki is celebrated from late May to early July, with specific dates varying by tribe and region. This 
year Matariki falls on Friday, June 28. Matariki is a time to celebrate new life, to remember those who’ve 
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passed and to plan for the future. And it’s a time to spend with whānau 
and friends – to enjoy kai (food), waiata (song), tākaro (games) and haka. 

To end the term, Friday 5th July hosts a rotation of Matariki activities. Our 
learners will move around 5 activities in Tuakana-Teina groups (older 
students and younger students). Each activity is for 30 minutes, with our 
first rotation starting at 9:30 am. Mark your calendar and JOIN US!

Pyjama Day - Join the Pyjama Day Fun on Friday 5th July
We are raising funds to support families with a child in hospital (Ronald 
McDonald House Charities). Support our learners by getting involved, 
wearing their pyjamas (Oodie, dressing gown) and donating a gold coin. 
Let’s get silly Whakamārama and enjoy the comfiest day of the year 
while we undertake some learning about Matariki. We can’t wait to see 
everyone in their comfiest attire.

Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge
For parents interested in an extra-curricular event, there are 3 possible Junior Tough Guy & Gal Challenge 
events coming up that you could choose to take part in this year. The decision to enter an event will be up 
to the parent. Arrangements for payment and transport will be up to any families that choose to attend. 

Feedback from attendees at the Rotorua event last year was extremely positive; a course that far outweighs  
the Tauranga course. 

Event information can be found here: https://eventpromotions.co.nz/junior-tough-guy-and-gal-challenge/

ICAS Assessment
A reminder that you have until the 15th July 2024 to consider whether you would like your child to 
participate in the 2024 ICAS competitions. 

Yummy Apple Stickers
We have until September to collect. The more stickers we collect, the more FREE sports gear.  Yummy 
apples are available from New World, PAK’nSAVE and participating Four Square stores. There are more 
sticker sheets in the office if you need them.

Korean Fried Chicken Food Truck
Thursdays, Dylan will be parked up between Gull and Whakamārama Auto from 4.30pm - 7.30pm - 
mention Whakamārama School and your child’s class number and our school will receive a donation of $2 
per portion of k-fried chicken and $3 per portion of yum yum chicken - a very tasty way to raise funds for 
our school!

CONGRATULATIONS to students who received a class, sport or principal award at our whole school 
assembly on Friday 21st June. Mīharo! Awesome!
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ROOM 3 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES
       

Week 8
21st June

Louie Super effort during writing this week - Some great spelling - He  can sound out words.
Fabulous!

Lacey Super duper effort with reading - yay!  Lacey knows she can sound out a new word.  Fabulous!
Oscar Great reading Oscar!  Oscar thinks about what he is reading.  He can sound out new words.

Great work!  Fabulous.
Jack Jack is making a super effort during writing - He is keen to sound words out and spell words 

correctly.Fabulous!

ROOM 2 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 8
21st June

Isla For showing Manawa-roa in Maths by trying out new learning independently

Eben For listening carefully to instructions so you always know what to do - ka pai Eben!

Zac For showing Manawa-ū by actively engaging in discussions.  You ask questions & share 
thoughtful ideas

ROOM  4 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 8
21st June

Maxwell For researching and writing an informative and detailed information report on the sand dunes. 
Mahi pai - great work, Maxwell!

Sam For writing an interesting, detailed and informative information report on the sand dunes.  Ka 
rawe - great work, Sam!

Max For displaying Manawa-ū. You are curious, a problem solver and a thinker. You ask interesting 
and thoughtful questions about your learning. Tino pai rawa atu - excellent, Max!

ROOM  1 RECOGNITION CERTIFICATES

Week 8 
21st June

Natarlya Ka pai tō mahi -Actively engaging in STEM challenges during technology. Natarlya, you are a 
thinker. You are a problem solver.

Jorja Ka rawe - Valuing manawa-nui through respect; manawa-roa through positivity; manawa-ū 
through your hard work and manawa-tīnā through your contributions. Keep it up

Harry He Whetū koe - Actively involving yourself in our ‘Keeping Ourselves Safe’ lessons. You are a 
thinker. You are a problem solver. 

These children all have a June (Piripi) birthday!!

7 Years  George, Forrest
8 Years  Zachary
9 Years  Eva, Mia, Reon,  William
10 Years Lexi
11 Years Johnathan  

SCHOOL NOTICEBOARD
Please keep yourself up-to-date with the school newsboard that comes out fortnightly in the newsletter or on the 

the school website

Pipiri / June
Thursday 27th Technology - Years 7 & 8 - Wear covered shoes
Friday 28th Matariki Public Holiday - School Closed

Hōngongoi / July
Thursday 4th Technology - Years 7 & 8 - Wear covered shoes
Friday 5th Pyjama Day
Friday 5th Matariki Rotation of Activities - JOIN US!
Friday 5th Last Day of Term 2
Monday 22nd Term 3 starts
Monday 22nd Dental Bus arrives at school

Thanks to the below businesses for sponsoring our school app Skool Loop:
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If you would like to advertise on the Whakamārama School Skool Loop App please email Content@skoolloop.com

download the app: In Google Play & App Store search ‘Skool Loop’ & choose Whakamarama School once installed. 
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